
Malvern Community Forest Annual General Meeting, April 2019-March 2020 

 

Cuillin’s Wood Report 

 

After a year of building momentum for the family sessions, we had our best ever attendance 

of 25 adults and children at the Easter Eggstravaganza in April, which was the 12-month 

anniversary of this Project. It was led by Jo Porteus, Charlie Lunn and Dave Munday.  

 

Jo is an experienced Forest School leader was recognised as a community tutor by the WCC 

Family Learning Service, who had approached us last year about providing sessions in the 

wood for families unused to outdoor activities, which they would fund. However, the 

challenge for the FLS is in ‘finding’ the hard-to-reach families, which we were not in a 

position to do either. 

 

The May and August sessions were also stimulating events under Jo’s leadership as Charlie 

stepped back due to career moves, but the levels of attendance were not as good.  Despite 

using dedicated social media groups as well as MCF’s usual email and facebook outlets, 

families told us they mostly responded to piece in the Malvern Gazette, or saw our signs on 

the day. We decided to make a special effort for the planned Halloween session, which also 

moved to a Thursday instead of the Friday, which was felt easier for families gearing up to 

returning to school after the weekend.   

 

We also debated whether we should concentrate on Spring and Summer events only. 

Despite efforts at announcing the Halloween event in advance, rain just before the event 

and an organisational glitch with signs meant no-one attended, leading to a period of 

reflection about the project. In the New Year, it was clear Jo’s career development would 

not give her time to organise future events, though she could participate on the day.  And 

then Covid-19 arrived. 

 

Cathy the woodland owner is still keen for us to use the woodland, and offered access to it 

for families who might need outdoor space to go to during lockdown. Charlie and Jo have 

showed us the structure, creativity and know-how necessary to make the most of this small 

woodland gem for families to experience together.  We can continue to support working 

with family groups and participating in sessions, but really need someone with similar skill 

and/or experience to Charlie and Jo to lead the project for us. The Trustees will then need to 

up our game in promoting it across the area. 

 

Ken Timms 

Chair 

26th June 2020. 

 


